MyWorldAbroad – Introduction
Interested in living or working abroad? Considering visiting a far off country at some time in
near the future? Welcome to MyWorldAbroad!
MyWorldAbroad is an online resource designed to inform students of educational and professional
opportunities on the global scale. It is a free subscription resource, purchased and provided by the
Centers for Career Development and Global Education, and the Vernon & Doris Bishop Library.
The site contains over four thousand searchable resources, three hundred expert articles, and student
accounts of time spent internationally for a variety of purposes in a variety of fields. As this suggests,
MyWorldAbroad is expansive and can be overwhelming. MyWorldAbroad is structured around four
key, overarching sections—‘What Do You Want to Do?,’ ‘The 4 Big Things,’ ‘Top Resources,’ and
‘MyWorldBlog’—which can then be divided into smaller sections. The following pages will examine
each while providing a broad overview of their content.
Access MyWorldAbroad through the Center for Career Development’s website, or type in this link for
direct access: http://www.lvc.edu/career-development/big-guide-login.aspx

First time users must create an account by following these instructions:

Before continuing any further, take note:
When logging into MyWorldAbroad; students must enter their entire e-mail address.
As an example, ‘abc001’ will not work, but ‘abc001@lvc.edu’ will.

MyWorldAbroad
Section 1: What Do You Want to Do?
This section is comprised of articles that are most beneficial for students who are pressed for time or
simply need introductory information.
Basically, the What Do you Want to Do section:
•
•

Is a summarization of key information in its most basic form,
Establishes a basis for the rest of the information in the site

What Do You Want to Do? can be further broken down into the following ten categories:

1. Work Abroad: Basics
2. Work Abroad: Advanced
3. Intern Abroad
4. Volunteer Abroad
5. Working Vacations
6. Teach English Abroad
7. Travel Abroad
8. Study Abroad
9. Learn a Language
10. Build International Skills

Section 1, continued: What Do You Want to Do?

The format for each of these
categories is the same, and is
organized around the same two
areas:


Each category contains a
“What You Should Know
First” (1) area and an area
(2) to “Find ______ Now”

Some sections have an additional
third area:


A variation on “All You
Need to Know About…” (3)

Work Abroad: Basics, Work Abroad:
Advanced, and Volunteer Abroad
each have an additional fourth area
that provides students with additional
articles or resources. (4)

Keep in mind that this collection of articles provides only the most basic information, so it is important
that you continue exploring the next section: The 4 Big Things. Note, there will be some overlap
between these two sections.

MyWorldAbroad
Section 2: The 4 Big Things
MyWorldAbroad is designed around a multi-layered organizational system; therefore there are
numerous access points to this section’s content throughout the site.
The most important thing to know about The 4 Big Things section:
• 100% of the site’s content is accessible through links found throughout this section!

The 4 Big Things can be broken down into the following two categories:
1. While in School
2. While Looking for Work

While in
School

1. International Skills
a. A building block for the other sections and areas on the site.
b. Instructs students on how to understand and speak professionally about their skills.
2. Getting Experience
a. Helps students develop a career perspective while abroad in order to maximize the
career value from their study abroad experience.

While
Looking for
Work

3. Finding Work
a. Provides a universal approach to international job hunting while noting the
differences among the higher-level professions.
b. Composed of a mixture of overarching information and specific examples (i.e.
resumes) for a variety of positions and fields.
4. The Professions
a. Describes themes and tips for specific professions.

Section 2, continued: The 4 Big Things

When students click on any of these areas, they will see the following screen:

1. This information and the information in ‘2’ are the same; however, ‘2’ shows all the articles at
once, on one page, and is easier to manage organizationally. This information is presented in a
drop-down format.

2. This information and the information in ‘1’ are the same; however, this page presents the articles
in as a list, not a series of drop-down options.

3. This information links back to the same, foundational information students would have read in
the What Do You Want to Do? Section. As a reminder, this is a brief overview of the most
essential and basic information.
Note: this format is the same for all four of the aforementioned four areas (International Skills, Getting
Experience, Finding Work, and The Professions).

MyWorldAbroad
Section 3: Top Resources
Whether you’re trying to track down an internship, plan a backpacking adventure or find an online
forum for expats, MyWorldAbroad has got what you’re looking for. In the Top Resources section, there
is a collection of the most popular resources, arranged into six topics:
1. Job Boards - Students will find international job boards in a variety of fields, each of which is
categorized by field.
2. Intern Abroad - Find listings of international internship opportunities.
3. Volunteer Abroad - Explore listings of international volunteer opportunities.
4. Working Vacations, Teaching English - Browse a variety of job boards for those considering a
working vacation or teaching while abroad, as well as international job boards for freelancers
(i.e. designers, programmers, writers, artists, and other similar fields).
5. Travel Smarts -Search sites containing practical and factual information, ranging from
overarching country facts to specific, individual details such as inexpensive travel agencies.
6. Country Guides, International IQ - Discover cultural and factual resources designed to assist
them in building their knowledge about world regions and the latest significant events.
Each of these categories is organized in an identical manner:
a) one of the six categories

ex. Job Boards

or

Volunteer Abroad

b) a field or interest
specific area:

International Relations

or

Volunteer with All NGOs

c) specific resource

European Personnel
Selection Office

or

2 Way Development

d) information about
these specific resources:

“ESPO organizes open
competition in…
Website: …” etc.

or

“2 Way Devlopment is a
UK registered charity that…
Website …
Age Requirement: …” etc.

Note: While these are not directly jobs themselves, they link to the most important information,
such as where the website’s job listings can be found.

MyWorldAbroad
Section 4: MyWorldBlog
MyWorldBlog serves to familiarize students with the resources found throughout the site, striving to
make it less overwhelming. It is pre-organized into categories so that it is easy to find interest-specific
information.
Every few days, the site will highlight an article on Stories from Abroad (written first-hand by
individuals who have travelled abroad) or Top Tips (spotlighting or directing you to information that is
already available in MyWorldAbroad).

Stories from Abroad
Written by Lebanon Valley College Students!
Do you have any top tips to prepare for a study abroad
term?
Yes! I call it the three c’s: confidence, creativity, and comfy
shoes! Confidence: Trust in yourself and keep an open mind.
Creativity: Find ways to adapt to new and often surprising
situations. Comfy shoes: Pretty much self-explanatory! There
will be a lot of walking – to school, around town, weekend

Did you participate in extra-curricular or social activities abroad? If so, how
did they differ from social activities in your home culture?
The social activity I participated in the most was going out to the clubs in town. In
New Zealand going to town is what young adults, especially students, do on
Thursday and Saturday nights, so I had to embrace that part of the culture. Since I
was only 20 while in New Zealand, going out to bars and having a few drinks with
18, 19, and other 20-year-olds was definitely a different experience, but always a
good time! My fellow American friends and I adjusted very quickly!

